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AI Due Diligence | Mentor | Advisor

https://www.ikukuyeva.com/blog/venture/ai-due-diligence-part2
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Invented, Implemented, Scaled AI Globally

Ph.D. in Statistics
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Invented, Implemented, Scaled AI Globally

Ph.D. in Statistics

FashionTech
eCommerce
Hospitality
FinTech
SaaS
IoT
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My Career Journey

https://briantod.com/blog/2016/10/25/the-search-for-product-market-fit
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Choose Your Own Adventure: 
Designing your Non-Linear Career Path

Dr. Irina Kukuyeva
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https://www.gettyimages.in/detail/illustration/statue-of-liberty-outline-royalty-free-illustration/1491649248?adppopup=true
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https://www.redbubble.com/i/sticker/I-Love-Data-by-Comehere1/91977513.EJUG5
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Career #1: Employee (IC)

<action verb>
X

~X
in

<client>

<another>
industry
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Career #1: Employee (IC)

EX: AdTech → Healthcare

<action verb>
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Career #1: Employee (IC)

EX: FashionTech → FinTech

<action verb>
X

~X
in

<client>

<another>
industry
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Career #2-a: Freelance Consultant

Data Consultant (Take #1)
1st Client from Women Who Code newsletter

https://www.ikukuyeva.com/blog/consultants/Breaking-into-freelance
https://womenwhocode.com/
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Career #2-b: Fractional Executive

Fractional Chief Data Officer
Pivot #1

https://www.ikukuyeva.com/blog/consultants/breaking-into-fractional-executive-consulting
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Career #2-b: Fractional Executive

Girls in Tech Meetup Ladies Get Paid

Fractional Chief Data Officer
Pivot #1

+

https://www.meetup.com/girls-in-tech-los-angeles/
https://ladiesgetpaid.com/
https://www.ikukuyeva.com/blog/consultants/breaking-into-fractional-executive-consulting
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Career #2-c: Mentor

→ Raise Hand

Girls in Tech Meetup Ladies Get Paid

Fractional Chief Data Officer
Pivot #1

+

https://www.meetup.com/girls-in-tech-los-angeles/
https://ladiesgetpaid.com/
https://www.ikukuyeva.com/blog/consultants/breaking-into-fractional-executive-consulting
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Career #2-c: Mentor

PMF Talk

https://www.ikukuyeva.com/community/presentations/Product-Market-Fit-roadmap
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Career #2-c: Mentor

PMF Talk

City of Glendale Newsletter

https://www.ikukuyeva.com/community/presentations/Product-Market-Fit-roadmap
https://www.chooseglendaleca.com/
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Career #2-c: Mentor

PMF Talk

City of Glendale Newsletter

Newsletter +
Raise Hand

https://www.ikukuyeva.com/community/presentations/Product-Market-Fit-roadmap
https://www.chooseglendaleca.com/
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City of Glendale Newsletter
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Career #2-c: Mentor

PMF Talk

City of Glendale Newsletter

Newsletter +
Raise Hand

AI DD

https://www.ikukuyeva.com/community/presentations/Product-Market-Fit-roadmap
https://www.chooseglendaleca.com/
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Career #3: Operating/Venture Partner 

AI DD
Pivot #2 (‘23)

https://www.ikukuyeva.com/blog/venture/breaking-into-vc
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Aside: Path to this Talk

LinkedIn (2018)
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STEMverse mentor (2018-)

1st Keynote: March 2024

Aside: Path to this Talk

LinkedIn (2018)

https://losangelesgwis.wordpress.com/across-the-stemverse/
https://www.ikukuyeva.com/community/presentations/gwis-keynote-2024
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STEMverse mentor (2018-)

1st Keynote: March 2024

Aside: Path to this Talk

LinkedIn (2018)
Mentor (2020-)

Mentor (2022-)

https://losangelesgwis.wordpress.com/across-the-stemverse/
https://www.ikukuyeva.com/community/presentations/gwis-keynote-2024
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Aside: Path to this Talk

LinkedIn (2018)
Mentor (2020-)

Mentor (2022-)

→ Raise HandSTEMverse mentor (2018-)

1st Keynote: March 2024

https://losangelesgwis.wordpress.com/across-the-stemverse/
https://www.ikukuyeva.com/community/presentations/gwis-keynote-2024
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Takeaways
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#1: Career Path Portfolio

[ref]

https://hbr.org/2021/10/why-you-should-build-a-career-portfolio-not-a-career-path
https://briantod.com/blog/2016/10/25/the-search-for-product-market-fit
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#2: Find/Create Own!

● Enjoy?

● Others ask of you?

Advice on how to be your own mentor + Appendix

[ref]

https://www.ikukuyeva.com/blog/data-professionals/how-to-be-your-own-mentor
https://portfolio-collective.com/content/articles/understanding-portfolio-work/what-type-of-portfolio-career-is-right-for-you/
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#3: Newsletters!
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#4: Growth: Outside Comfort Zone!

● Raise Hand!
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#4: Growth: Outside Comfort Zone!

[ref]

● Raise Hand!

● Miss 100% of shots you don’t not take!

http://www.benreed.net/note-to-self/
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Questions?

ikukuyeva.com/community/presentations/Talk-nonlinear-career-path

http://www.ikukuyeva.com/community/presentations/Talk-nonlinear-career-path
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Appendix: 
Additional Resources
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● Industry
○ Start-ups* (AngelList, Accelerators such as Techstars, VC’s portfolio of companies 

such as a16z and Alumni Ventures) 

○ Job Boards (LinkedIn, Tech Ladies)

○ Job Fairs (AnalyticsClub, WomenHack, Conferences, e.g., JSM 2026)

○ My blog post with more resources

○ Newsletters

● Government*

● Non-profit (tax filings)

● H1B Salary Database: salaries + companies hired w/visa

Where to Find Full-Time Roles
Apply!

https://wellfound.com/startups/industry/internship-1
https://jobs.techstars.com/jobs
https://portfoliojobs.a16z.com/jobs
https://jobs.av.vc/jobs?q=internship
https://www.hiretechladies.com/jobs
https://www.meetup.com/ac-lax/events/
https://womenhack.com/events/
https://ww2.amstat.org/meetings/jsm/2026/careerservice.cfm
https://www.ikukuyeva.com/blog/data-professionals/companies-hiring
https://www.governmentjobs.com/
https://www.idealist.org/en
https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/
https://h1bdata.info/
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Advice to Break-in
● Tailor project to answer business question

● “Academia to Industry” panel, by Locally Optimistic (2021)

● Mentorships (free):

○ <Your school’s> Alumni Association

○ Learn Teach Code (monthly)

○ Advice on how to be your own mentor

○ <Professional Organization> 

● Networking (slides)

https://locallyoptimistic.com/post/data-product-discovery-template/
https://youtu.be/Yh37QIynAxA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC13e1OgG_dOE3BI481swWPg
https://www.meetup.com/learnteachcode/
https://www.ikukuyeva.com/blog/data-professionals/how-to-be-your-own-mentor
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Advice to Break-in: VC
● Opportunities

○ UCLA Tech Transfer Office: TDG (Careers page)

○ Women Founders Network Due Diligence Analyst Program

○ Venture Partners Fellowship*

○ Ivelina Dineva’s list of 150 VC fellowships

○ PledgeLA’s VC Fellowship for grad students

● Girls into VC at UCLA (LinkedIn group)

● Where to Find Roles

https://tdg.ucla.edu/about/careers-tdg
https://www.womenfoundersnetwork.org/due-diligence-analyst-program
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/venture-partners-fund_nationalfellowship-financialactivism-bethechange-activity-7282478603978645504-cSSU
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ivelina-dineva-nft_vc-vcfellowships-venturecapital-activity-7257364377220042752-86Bd
https://pledgela.org/vc-fellowship/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/girls-into-vc-at-ucla/
https://www.ikukuyeva.com/blog/venture/advice-for-aspiring-vcs-on-finding-vc-roles


©© 

Networking Advice
● Goal: Build relationships

● Where to Meet People
○ This event! 
○ DataFest mentor
○ Newsletters → Events
○ Conference volunteer
○ Accelerator mentor/employee
○ LinkedIn

https://ww2.amstat.org/education/datafest/
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Networking Advice: Events

lu.ma/la

Newsletters

<Professional Org> Conferences

http://lu.ma/la
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Networking Advice (cont’d)

● Ask specific question → Easier to help async

● Informational coffee goal: learn → NOT to ask for job

● Follow-up/thank

● Book: “Networking for People Who Hate Networking”

● Opt-in

https://www.ikukuyeva.com/blog/consultants/free-vs-paid-advice

