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10 Questions to Ask Yourself When Considering a Continuing Education Program

https://www.jpl.nasa.gov/images/pia22942-junos-latest-flyby-of-jupiter-captures-two-massive-storms
https://www.ikukuyeva.com/blog/data-professionals/Continuing-ed


Advice to Break-in (Short-Term)
● Experience:

○ UCLA DataFest
○ Stats 140 + 141: Practice of Statistical Consulting
○ Stats 99 + 199: Directed Research in Statistics

● Handshake: internships

● How to Break into a Data Role in Industry? 

● Tailor project to answer business question

● Raise Hand

http://datafest.stat.ucla.edu/
https://www.ikukuyeva.com/blog/data-professionals/Breaking-into-data
https://locallyoptimistic.com/post/data-product-discovery-template/


● Python Experience: 
○ Book: Automate the Boring Stuff with Python

○ Book: Python for Data Analysis

● SQL Experience
○ Book: Learning SQL: Generate, Manipulate, and Retrieve Data

○ Practice on Chinook database

○ Example of Python + SQL + Chinook database

● H1B Salary Database: salaries + companies hired w/visa

Advice to Break-in (Medium-Term)

https://automatetheboringstuff.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Python-Data-Analysis-Wrangling-Jupyter/dp/109810403X/
https://www.amazon.com/Learning-SQL-Generate-Manipulate-Retrieve/dp/1492057614
https://www.sqlitetutorial.net/sqlite-sample-database/
https://github.com/arjunchndr/Analyzing-Chinook-Database-using-SQL-and-Python
https://h1bdata.info/


Advice to Break-in (Long-Term)
● Network

○ UCLA DataFest

○ Career Center (events)

● Mentorships
○ UCLA Stats Club

○ UCLA Alumni Mentor Program 

○ Learn Teach Code (monthly)

○ Advice on how to be your own mentor 

http://datafest.stat.ucla.edu/
https://career.ucla.edu/events/
http://statistics.ucla.edu/index.php/groups/statistics-club-at-ucla/
https://alumni.ucla.edu/alumni-mentor-program/
https://www.meetup.com/learnteachcode/
https://www.ikukuyeva.com/blog/data-professionals/how-to-be-your-own-mentor


My Resume
(Junior Year)

● Included objective, 
languages, activities

● “IrinaK resume mm-dd-yy.doc”

● <DOs>

● <DON'Ts>



Resume Advice

● Career Center + Guide

● Resume Tips, including:

- "Accomplished [<what>] as measured by [<why>], by doing [<how>]" 

- Add numbers

● <Example>

● Skip* “objective”

● Send PDF

https://career.ucla.edu/resources/ucla-career-guide/
https://www.ikukuyeva.com/blog/data-professionals/resume-tips


Networking Advice

● Goal: Build relationships! 

● Book: “Networking for People Who Hate Networking”

● LinkedIn + Informational Coffee 
○ Goal: Learn and NOT to ask for job!
○ Follow-up

● Share context/questions

● Double opt-in



Questions?

https://www.ikukuyeva.com/community/guest-lecturer

https://www.ikukuyeva.com/community/guest-lecturer

